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GUARDIAN'S  REPORT. 


To    the     Honorahh    the    Mayor    and    Common     Council   of    the 
City  of  Chicago : 

The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Chicago  Reform  School 
respectfully  present  the  accompanying  Report  of  the  Super- 
intendent, for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1867,  which  will 
give  you  fully  the  history  and  operations  for  the  past  year. 

You  will,  from  the  Report,  see  the  plan  adopted  for 
carrying  on  our  school.  We  think  it  a  good  one — probably 
the  best  in  the  country — and  hope  it  will  meet  with  your 
approval. 

We  have  been  somewhat  embarrassed  by  an  error 
occasioned  by  deducting  twice  from  our  appropriation  the 
earnings  of  the  boys  as  estimated  last  year,  leaving  us  short 
that  amount.  We  have  sent  you  already  our  estimate  of 
funds  wanted  for  next  year's  operations,  and  hope  it  will 
be  given  us. 

From  papers  before  you,  you  will  be  able  to  see  our 
prospective  wants  from  the  plans  proposed,  such  as  further 
building  accommodations  for  labor  and  dwellings,  and  all 
other  necessary  expenses.  We  have,  from  the  beginning, 
seen  the  great  importance  of  labor  in  our  Institution,  while 
we  make  it  secondary  in  importance  to  education  and  reform. 
Yet  it  is  one  of  our  best  instruments  for  their  accomplish- 
ment. From  the  beginning,  we  have  made  great  efforts  in 
this  direction,  attended  with  as  much  success  as  could  be 
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expected  under  the  circumstances.  For  the  last  year,  we 
feel  greatly  pleased,  not  with  the  amount  earned,  so  much  as 
the  effect  upon  the  boys  in  the  way  of  encouragement  and 
reform ;  they  begin  to  see  in  it  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
profit  in  after  life,  in  the  way  of  trades,  etc. ,  and  the  Board 
see  that  it  will  be  a  great  help  towards  defraying  the 
expenses.  In  fact,  we  are  confident  that  we  can,  with  proper 
appropriations  from  you,  largely  increase  the  earnings  of  the 
Institution.  But,  it  should  be  always  borne  in  mind,  that 
the  Institution  is  a  school,  and  not  in  any  sense  a  prison, 
and  that,  as  a  general  rule,  as  soon  as  a  boy  becomes  so  far 
reformed  and  instructed  as  to  make  his  labor  valuable,  he  is 
entitled  to  be  and  is  discharged.  In  hospital  accommo- 
dp.tions  and  operations,  we  feel  the  great  importance  of 
progress  for  the  coming  year;  we  at  the  same  time  feel  that 
the  efforts  in  this  direction  last  year,  by  the  helping  of  Provi- 
dence, saved  us  from  the  ravages  of  cholera.  The  Board 
would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  having 
the  title  to  the  land  on  which  our  school  is  situated,  confirmed 
to  the  city. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  S.  WADSWORTH,  President, 
J.  H.  GRAY,  Secretary. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHICAGO  KEFOM  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Board  of  Guardians  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  accompanying  Statements,  Tables  and 
Statistics,  are  respectfully]  submitted,  as  showing  in  detail 
the  condition  of  this  Institution,  for  the  year  ending  March 
31st,  1867. 

Total  number  of  inmates  received  into  the  Insti- 
tution since  its  opening,  Nov.  30th,  1855  : 

Boys, 1,000 

Girls, 8 

Total  number  received, 1,008 

Number  in  School,  April  1st,  1866, 218 

Boys  received  on  commitment  during  year, 75 

"  ''         in  other  ways        "  "      18 

Girls        "         on  commitment    "  "     8 

Total  number  in  school  during  year, 319 

Sent  out  from  the  School  during  the  year, 79 

In  School  April  1st,  1867  : 

Boys, 232 

Girls, 8     240 

Total, 319 

Average  number   of  inmates   in  the   Institution 

during  the  year, 236 

Average  age  of  those  received  during  the  year  is 
13  years,  3  months  and  25  days. 
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In  the  boys  department  there  have  been  received 
durinir  the  different  months,  as  follows : 

April,  1866, 2 

May,       '' 5 

June,      ''     7 

July,       '•     9 

Aug.,      "     11 

Sept.,      ''     8 

Oct.,       ''     , 9 

Nov.,       "     8 

Dec,       *' 6 

Jan.^    186T  1 

Feb.,       "     6 

March,    ''     3 

Total, 75 

Those  received,  confessed  to : 

Grand  larceny, 5 

Petit  larceny, 37 

Vagrancy, 7 

Homeless, 5 


") 


Truancv, 2 


Incorrigible, - 8 

Burglary, 10 

Incendiarism, 1 

Total, 75 

Their   occupation   was : 

Worked  on  farm, 5 

Errand  boys, 6 

Attending  schools, 9 

Worked  in  stores, 3 

"        "    printing  office, 1 

Roamed  in  street, 13 

AVorked  in  hotel, 1 

"        "    woodyard, 1 

Newsboys, 13 
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Bootblacks, - 6 

Worked  in  shops, 13 

"        ''    flour  mill, 1 

Hoisting  coal, 1 

Worked  in  Tannery, 1 

Doing  chores, 1 

Total, '^5 

The  nativity  of  those  received  is : 

Illinois, 19 

New  York, 22 

Pennsylvania, 4 

Massachusetts, 3 

Indiana, 

Missouri, 

Ohio, 1 

Connecticut, 1 

Wisconsin, 1 

Tennessee, 1 

Georgia, 1 

Virginia, 1 

Alabama, 1 

Michigan, 1 

Ireland, ^ 

Canada, ^ 

England, 1 

Germany, 5 

Norway, 1 

Sweden, 1 

Scotland, 1 

Total, 75 

Their  parentage  is  as  follows  : 

American, 1  ^ 

English, 12 

Scotch, 1 

Irish 80 
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African, 2 

German, 10 

Jew, 1 

Norwegian, 1 

Swedish, 1 

Total, 75 

Their  ages  were  : 

Seven  years  of  age, 1 

Eight,             ''     ''   2 

Nine,               "     "   1 

Ten,                 "     "   5 

Eleven,           "     "   8 

Twelve,           "     '' 10 

Thirteen,        "     "   13 

Fourteen,       ''     "   12 

Fifteen,           "     " 14 

Sixteen,          "     "   9 

Total, 75 

As  to  the  social  condition  of  their  homes  : 

Had  lost  both  parents, 10 

"       "     their  fathers, 21 

''        '^     their  mothers, 14 

Had  step-parents, 21 

''      intemperate  parents, 12 

"               "            fathers, 11 

Parents   quarreled, 12 

"          Avere  religious, 11 

Had  fathers  in  the  army, 1 

Parents  had  separated, 3 

kept  saloon, 2 


a 
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WORK  DEPARTMENTS. 


The  average  number  of  boys  employed  in  the   different 
departments  of  the  Institution,  has  been  as  follows  : 

Shoe  Shop, 90 

Small  boys'  Work  Shop, 30 

Chair  and  Basket  Shop, 35 

Farm, 15 

Bakery  and  Kitchen, 4 

Laundry, 6 

General  Work  Department, 29 

Average  number, 228 

LAUXDRY. 

No.  of  pieces  washed  and  ironed, 54,964 

SMALL    BOYS'    WORK    SHOP. 

Pairs  of  stockings  knit, 185 

"  "         mended, 1,930 

Pounds  of  curled  hair  picked, 11,485 

TAILOR    SHOP. 
ARTICLES.  MADE.  MENDED 

Jackets, 452  2,432 

Pants, 444  2,836 

Caps, 185  199 


12 
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ARTICLES.  MADE.  MENDED. 

Shirts, 430  3,442 

Suspenders, 298 

Ticks, QQ  108 

Aprons, 12 

Sheets, 64  923 

Pillow  Cases, 77  246 

Towels, 534  462 

Spreads, 84 

Pillow  Ticks, 10 

Table  Cloths, 12 

Blankets, 312 

Neck  Ties, 290 

BASKET   AND    CHAIR    SHOP. 

ARTICLES.  MADE. 

Market  Baskets, 3,001 

Dinner           ''     84 

Covered         "     104 

Clothes          "     40 

Knife             ''     9 

Linen             '^     3 

Ladies' Wk  ''     8 

Flower          ''     8 

Work-Stands, 3 

Nursery  Chairs, 96 

Large  AVillow  Chairs, 3 

Willow  Sofas,.., 3 

Willow  Tables, 2 

Chairs,  Cane  seated, 2,818 

Rocking  Chairs,  Cane  seated, 146 

"             ''  Backs,  Caned, 148 

SHOE    SHOP. 

Pairs  of  Mens'  Kip  Boots  fitted, 40,572 

"               "     Calf  Boots  fitted, 2,640 

"          Boys'  Boots  fitted, 8,937 
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Pairs  of  Youths'  Boots  fitted, 3,624 

Boys'  Boots  bottomed, (J, 393 

Youths'  Boots     "         3,024 

Women's  Shoes  "         72 

Boys'  Shoes  made, 193 

"           "         mended, 544 

GARDEN   AND    FARM. 

Bushels  of  Peas, 10 

"             Beans, 12 

"             Tomatos,  52 

"             Cucumbers, 29 

"             Sweet  Corn, 32 

"             Beets, 79 

'•             Parsnips, 40 

"             Turnips, 34 

"             Carrots, 86 

''             Onions, 78 

Heads  of  Cabbage, 1,151 

Melons  and  Squashes, 963 

Pumpkins, 414 

Pounds  of  Willow, 1,750 

FLORAL    DEPARTMENT. 

There   have  been   cultivated : 

Roses, 344 

Geraniums, 41  < 

Fuschias, 295 

Verbenas, « ^20 

Chinese   Primroses, 24 

Sweet  Allysum, 200 

Mignonette, 1^ 

Fever-few, 1130 

Lobelia, 360 

Heliotrope, 166 

Lantanas, --^^ 
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Stocks, 50 

Nasturtiums, • 100 

Myrtle, 12 

German  Ivy, 10 

Grape  Vines, 8 

Dew  Plant, 30 

Cape  Jasmine, 6 

Ageritum  Mexicanum, 50 

Azaleas, 14 

Stevia  Elata, 50 

Sedum   Cameum, 50 

Petunia, 100 

Cupliea, 12 

Violets, 24 

Pansies, 100 

Justice  Camera, 15 

Gazania  Splendens, 10 

Evergreen  Candy  Tuft, 6 

Candy  Tuft, 100 

Polyanthus,  double,  white, 3 

Pelargonium, 12 

Ageritum,  variegated, 5 

Saxifrage, 20 

Lopegia, 25 

Mesembryantemum, 3 

Phlox  Drummondi,  200 

Dianthus  Heddueggie, 200 

Orange, 4 

Begonia, 18 

Dyletria  Spectabilis, 12 

Snap  Dragon, 100 

Eupatorium, 25 

Nierembergia,  25 

Dahlias, 11 

Ferns, 6 

Cactus, 15 

Clematis, 5 
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Arbuthum, 20 

Oleander, 5 

Persian  Lilac, 4 

Deutzia  Gracilis, 4 

Gladiolus, 4 

Lycropodium, 18 

Camelias, 18 

Salvias, 24 

Pol  jantlius, 30 

Hydrangea, 2 

Aloes, 8 

Amaryllis, 20 

Daisies, 100 

Clirysanthemiims,  100 

Trop^olum, 14 

Carnations, 16 

Trumpet  Flowers, 2 

Assorted  varieties, 30 

The  amount  earned  by  the  boys  on  work  aside  from  that 
required  for  themselves,  is  as  follows  : 

Shoe  Shop, $7,627  63 

Chair     " 477  17 

Basket   ''     751  86 

Small  Boys'  AYork  Shop, 197  14 

Total, $9,053  82 

During  the  fore  part  of  the  year,  our  boys  were  all  well 
employed  in  the  different  departments,  but  as  manufacturing 
interests  ceased  to  a  very  great  extent,  in  December  last, 
in  the  city,  the  amount  of  work  furnished  us  gradually 
lessened,  until  for  the  past  three  months  the  problem  has 
been,  not  how  best  to  direct  the  labor  of  the  boys  as  most 
available  to  the  Institution,  but  how  to  provide  them  with 
employment  of  any  kind,  that  would  tend  to  cultivate 
industrious  habits  ;   and  it  has  only  been  by  considerable 
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extra  effort,  that  we  have  been  able  to  keep  our  shops  in 
organization.  We  believe  sufficient  has  been  developed  in 
our  work  departments  during  the  past  three  years,  to  prove 
the  expediency  and  necessity  of  providing  a  fund  that  shall 
be  used  as  capital  stock  in  manufacturing.  In  fact,  no 
business  person  or  company  would  attempt,  for  any  length 
of  time,  to  conduct  successfully,  as  large  manufacturing 
interests  as  ours  have  grown  to  be,  without  a  sufficient 
amount  of  capital  to  provide  for  all  reasonable  purchases 
and  expenditures.  The  earnings  of  our  boys  have  been 
very  much  lessened  this  year,  from  what  they  might  have 
been,  just  for  the  want  of  such  a  provision  as  we  now  ask  for. 
We  also  believe,  that  under  such  an  arrangement,  a  larger 
variety  of  trades  could  be  successfully  furnished  the  inmates, 
until  every  thirty  or  forty  boys  should  be  employed  in 
different  branches  of  industry,  and  thus  each  boy  would  be 
much  more  likely  to  be  employed  at  such  a  trade  as  he 
would  be  inclined  to  follow  after  leaving  the  Institution. 

It  is  also  a  noticable  fact,  that  our  receipts  from  the 
earnings  of  the  boys  for  the  past  few  years,  have  been  without 
the  use  of  machinery  in  an}^  of  our  departments ;  whereas, 
were  the  same  provisions  made  in  this  respect,  that  business 
firms  would  deem  absolutely  necessary,  it  would  certainly  very 
much  inrease  the  amount  of  revenue  to  the  school,  besides 
in  still  another  way,  furnishing  that  advanced  education  to 
a  boy,  which  would  be  for  his  benefit  when  leaving  the 
Institution. 
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FINANCES. 


Inventory  of  stock  on  hand  March  31st,  1867  : 

Provisions,  $   914  52 

Furniture  and  Bedding, 9,26(5  33 

Dry  Goods, 538  46 

Clothing, 4,655  17 

Materials  for  Repairs  and  Improvements, 173  87 

Assorted  Stores, 262  62 

Stock  and  Tools  on  Farm, 1,168  91 

in  Carpenters' Department, 225  24 

in  Manufacturing  Shoe  Shop, 2,356  31 

"     in  Basket  and  Chair  Shop, 3,838  37 


4(  ii  ii 

ii  ii  ii 

ii  ii 


Total, $23,399  80 

Our  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  as  folloivs  : 

PROVISIONS. 

Flour, $5,934  50 

Corn  Meal, 252  91 

Potatoes, 668  60 

Molasses, 979  94 

Beans, 66  61 

Codfish,  225  55 

Salt, 54  30 

Tea, 274  65 

Vinegar, 198  87 

Coffee,  215  95 

Butter, 910  11 

Rice, '    345  76 

Pepper, 19  38 

Hops, 11  14 

Saleratus, 8  10 


'5 


Cream  Tartar, 20  25 

2 
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Soda,  $  12  74 

Ginger, 7  50 

Sugar,  575  38 

Salt  Pork, 219  19 

Fresh  Meat, 2,034  86 

Lard, 149  89 

Eggs,  13  02 

Milk, 416  72 

Hominy, 170  76 

Small  Groceries, 30  95 

Ice, 21  30 

Mustard, 22  20 

Starch, 7  01 

Chocolate, , , 9  60 


'5 


Total, $13,877  74 

clothing. 

Satinetts  and  Cassimeres, $2,157  6{) 

Shirting, 617  03 

Linings   and  Canvas, -416  67 

Wadding, 20  00 

Hats  and  Caps, 48  00 

Shoes, 988  28 

Collars  and  Cravats, 67  63 

Suspenders, 42  50 

Buttons, 99  00 

Thread, 136  35 

Stockings, 171  00 

Hooks  and  Eyes, 2  25 

Hoop  Skirts, 2  70 

Handkerchiefs, 1  80 

Calico,  60  27 

Apron  Check,.... 41  03 

Hoods,  8  00 

Shawls,  35  25 

Total, $4,915  42 
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HOUSEHOLD    DRY    GOODS. 

Sheeting, $358  57 

Table  Linen, Ill  60 

Crash, 128  20 

Pins,  Needles  and  Thimbles, 7  50 

Curtains  and  Fixtures, 90  89 

Combs  and  Brushes, 3  60 

Total, $700  36 

furniture. 

Beds  and  Bedding, $571  31 

Stoves  and  Pipe, 779  83 

Crockery  and  Glassware, 80  40 

Wooden  Ware, 55  82 

Cutlery, 41  91 

Lamps  and  Lanterns, , 73  70 

School  Books  and  Furniture,  469  11 

Farming   Tools, 68  65 

Bureaus,  Tables  and  Chairs, 265  05 

Tinware, 130  00 

Brooms  and  Brushes, 117  00 

Mirrors, 13  00 

Hardware, 4  65 

Carpeting, 322  12 

Clocks, , 13  50 

Knitting  Machine, 68  00 

Blankets, 822  39 

Clothes  Wringer, 7  50 

Door  Mats, 40  00 


Total, $3,943  94 

fuel  and  lights. 

Hard  Coal, $2,087  65 

Soft  Coal, 219  69 

Wood, 937  00 
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Burning  Oil, $    401  92 

Matches, • 1^  00 

Total, $3,662  26 

■syork  departments. 

Shoe  Shop, P,463  79 

Basket  Shop, 4,830  20 

Chair        "      ^^  35 

Farm,  ^27  18 

Total, $10,300  52 

general  expenses. 

BLank  Books  and  Stationery, $136  67 

Festivals  and  Rewards, 172  76 

Fodder, 522  78 

Sundries, 28  14 

Railroad  Fares  and  Livery, 515  90 

Med.  and  Med.  Attendance, 418  28 

Stamps, 54  48 

Labor,  Bills  and  Salaries, , 8,731  77 

Printinir l"^"^  50 

Funeral  Expenses, 125  56 

Insurance, 38o  50 

Teaming, -  57o  15 

Windmill, 8  63 

Soap, ^5o  52 

Blueing 10  00 

Rope,. 10  25 

Washing  Soda, 22  21 

Repairing  Wagons, 83  15 

Hardware, 15  05 

Taxes, 76  00 

Interest  on  Loan, 196  00 

Reform  School  Commissioner, 1,000  00 

Total, $13,639  30 
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REPAIRS. 

Paints,  Oil  and  Glass, $69  17 

Roofing, 10  75 

Lime, G  00 

Hardware, 24  58 

Carpenters, 85  25 

Plumbing, 136  68 

Lumber, 137  71 

Total, $470  14 

improvements. 

Paints,  Oil  and  Glass, §427  70 

Hardware, 405  09 

Lime, 68  00 

Cement  and  Stucco, 9  00 

Lumber, 4 969  04 

Teaming, 702  00 

Trees  and  Plants, 106 


<o 


Pipes  and  Plumbing, 1,200  22 

Papering, 73  83 

Lightning  Rods, 162  35 

Carpenters, 2,561)  51 

Painting, 93  33 

Masons, 195  00 

Ladders, 58  00 

Materials  for  new  family  building, 4,945  69 

Total, §11,970  60 

receipts. 

Shoe  Shop, $7,627  6r> 

Chair     "     477  17 

Basket  " 751  86 

Small  boys'  work  shop, 197  14 

Board  of  boys, 1,062  50 

Three  cows  sold, 140  00 
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Empty  barrels  sold, $    60  23 

Old  iron  and  rags  sold, 87  84 

Total, |10,404  39 

DEBIT. 

Inventory  last  year, $14,113  8-j 

Provisions, 13,877  74 

Clothing, 4,915  42 

Household  Dry  Goods, 700  36 

Furniture, 3,943  94 

Fuel  and  Lights, 3,662  26 

Work  Department, 10,300  52 

General  Expenses, 13,639  30 

Repairs, 470  14 

Improvements, 11,976  60 

Total, $77,600  10 

CREDIT. 

Items  credited, $10,404  39 

Inventory  this  year, 23,399  80     33,804  19 

Total  Am't  Ex.  this  year, $43,795  91 

Deduct  Improvements, $11,976  60 

"       Am't  paid  Commissioner, 1,000  00 

"  "        ''     for  Interest, 196  00     13,172  60 

Current  Expenses  this  year, $30,623  31 

By  careful  management  we  have  been  enabled  to  keep 
our  current  expenditures  equally  as  low  in  proportion  to  our 
number  of  inmates  as  last  year.  We  had  necessarily,  however, 
to  expend  quite  an  amount  extra  for  stock  and  tools  in  our 
work  departments,  to  keep  our  shops  in  operation.  The 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Common  Council,  after  cutting  our 
estimates  for  the  year  down    to  the   lowest  possible  figure, 
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dedu(H5^d'^10,000  for  the  earnings  of  bo^  after  the  amount 
had  already  been  deducted,  in  the  estimates  of  the  Board  for 
the  year,  making  our  appropriation  J  instead  of  f  of  a  mill  ; 
consequently  we  are  just  about  J  of  a  mill  short  of  fully 
meeting  our  expenses  up  to  the  present  time.  It  will  there- 
fore be  necessary  for  us  to  have  an  appropriation  of  one  mill, 
the  full  amount  allowed  us  by  law,  in  order  to  meet  our 
deficiency,  and  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  School  for 
another  year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


The  boys'  family  building  reported  last  year  as  nearly 
completed,  has  been  finished.  The  different  family  yards 
have  been  properly  enclosed,  and  our  main  court  greatly 
improved  in  its  general  appearance.  Materials  have  been 
purchased  for  a  new  family  building,  which,  with  the  present 
size  of  our  School,  we  are  greatly  in  need  of.  It  is  intended 
to  commence  its  erection  immediately.  The  old  pipes 
between  the  wind-mill  and  the  school  have  been  taken  up 
and  larger  ones  laid  in  their  places,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  in  our  last  report.  It  only  remains  now 
for  our  well  to  be  enlarged  to  a  size  sufiicient  for  the  capacity 
of  our  mill,  to  furnish  us  with  an  abundant  supply  of 
water.  The  two  stories  of  our  building  for  work-shops  were 
completed  early  in  the  year,  and  have  been  well  occupied  ever 
since.  We  need  very  much  to  have  an  additional  story 
added  immediately,  in  order  to  afford  us  the  proper  facilities 
for  conducting  our  work-departments  as  they  should  be,  and 
furnishing  the  amount  of  storage  room  which  is  often  found 
necessary  in  receiving  and  shipping  goods  manufactured. 

Many  minor  improvements  have  been  made  during  the 
year  towards  completing  our  changes  from  the  congregated 
to  the  family  plan,  which  space  will  not  permit  of  our  noting 
upon  paper. 

FAMILY    SYSTEM. 

Our  Reform  School  village  is  now  in  successful  operation, 
so  far  as  the  complete  separation  of  the  departments  is  con- 
cerned. Each  thirty  boys  have  their  own  play  ground  and 
living   apartments,  without  any   connection   with  the  other 
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branches  of  the  Institution.  Each  family  of  boys  occupy  their 
own  dining  room,  and  are  attentively  waited  upon  by  their 
officers  in  charge.  The  boys  all  attend  one  school  and  mingle 
together  in  their  work  shops,  the  same  as  they  would  have  to 
do,  were  they  living  in  a  village  at  home.  Our  departments 
and  grounds  have  been  arranged,  after  a  careful  study  for 
several  years  of  all  the  reformatory  institutions  in  the  United 
States,  with  a  vicAv  to  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
inmates,  and  yet  conducting  the  Institution  with  that  degree 
of  economy  Vvdiich  is  so  essential  to  a  school  of  this  kind.  We 
notice  quite  a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  different  Reforma- 
tory Reports  in  reference  to  the  congregated  and  the  family 
plan,  Out  certainly  no  one  who  is  conversant  with  human 
nature  and  the  character  of  the  inmates  received  into  such  an 
Institution  as  this,  can,  for  an  instant,  doubt  the  increased 
reformatory  advantages  which  boys  must  enjoy  under  such 
a  classified  system. 

It  has  taken  most  of  the  year  to  perfect  the  organization 
and  workings  of  our  different  departments,  and  overcome  the 
difficulties  always  incidental  to  such  a  complete  change  as 
has  occurred  with  us  during  the  past  two  years,  but  now  that 
they  are  so  nearly  completed  we  hope  to  make  better  pro- 
gress the  coming  year  in  the  work  of  reformation  than  ever 
before. 

FLORAL    DEPARTMENT. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  since  our  last  report  to 
the  development  of  our  Floral  Department,  and  we  have  at 
present  two  green  houses,  one  11x43,  and  the  other  16x30. 
Besides  this,  we  are  rapidly  laying  out  our  inner  court  of 
about  three  acres  which  is  surrounded  by  the  boys'  family 
yards  or  play-grounds,  for  the  cultivation  of  shrubbery  and 
plants.  This  inner  court  last  summer  presented  a  beautifu 
appearance  with  thousands  of  flowers,  constantly  in  blossom. 


26  ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

We  have  always  believed  that  the  influence  of  such  a  depart- 
ment as  this  in  our  Institution  could  not  be  over  estimated, 
but  want  of  room  and  proper  arrangement  of  our  plans  has 
prevented  our  sooner  undertaking  it.  It  is  intended  to  make 
this  part  of  the  labor  of  our  boys  a  matter  of  profit,  as  well 
as  a  pleasure,  and  we  hope  another  year  to  count  it  as  one  of 
our  sources  of  revenue. 


MUSIC. 

During  the  year  the  boys  have  made  good  progress  in  music, 
and  in  its  different  departments  it  has  become  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  features  of  our  Institution.  We  have  thirty-five 
boys  organized  into  a  band,  half  of  them  in  a  brass  and  half 
of  them  in  a  field  band.  They  have  received  instructions 
twice  a  week  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  A.  D.  Langan,  and 
each  have  made  such  good  progress  in  their  department  that 
they  play  very  well,  and  serve  a  good  purpose  in  enlivening 
the  operations  of  the  school.  They  have  their  band  uniform 
of  red  and  drab,  and  feel  proud  of  their  attainments  and  their 
appearance.  In  July  the  band  made  a  parade  in  the  after- 
noon through  a  portion  of  the  ciiy  within  their  reach,  and 
were  sent  for  during  their  march  by  some  good  friends  of  the 
school  and  treated  to  a  pic-nic  dinner.  The  boys  were 
delighted  with  their  entertainment,  and  only  regretted  that 
they  had  two  such  dinners  crowded  into  one  day,  having  pre- 
viously been  entertained  at  the  school.  However,  even  under 
these  trying  circumstances  they  acquitted  themselves  like 
men,  and  with  three  cheers  for  the  friends  who  entertained 
them,  proceeded  on  their  march.  In  October  also,  the  band 
attended  a  pic-nic  of  one  of  our  largest  Sunday  schools  in  the 
city,  furnishing  them  with  music  for  the  occasion  and  greatly 
enjoying  the  trip.  They  have  also  enlivened  all  our  holiday 
anxl  festival  occasions  during  the  year. 
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Besides  our  classes  in  instrumental  music,  we  have  had  a 
portion  of  the  boys  constantly  under  instruction  in  the  vocal 
department,  and  our  band  boys  are  making  rapid  progress 
in  chorus  singing.  All  our  expenses  in  this  department, 
have  been  so  far  provided  for,  without  drawing  upon  the 
funds  furnished  by  the  city  for  the  support  of  the  School. 
We  believe  this  department  will  eventually  be  self-sustaining. 
We  are  under  special  obligations  to  our  friends,  who  have 
assisted  us  during  the  year,  in  developing  this  pleasant 
feature  of  the  School,  and  believe  that  if  our  citizens  knew 
how  much  there  was  in  such  a  branch  of  the  Institution,  to 
please  and  elevate  the  inmates,  our  contributions  would  be 
much  larger  than  they  have  been. 

HOLIDAYS. 

Special  privileges  have  been  granted  to  the  boys  during 
the  year  ;  also,  the  usual  number  of  recreation  days,  not 
provided  for  in  our  ordinary  programme. 

July  4th  was  spent  in  the  games  and  recreations  usual  to 
such  a  day,  and  a  picnic  dinner  furnished  the  school.  The 
boys  w^ere  also  visited  by  many  of  their  friends,  and  spent 
the  day  very  pleasantly. 

Nov.  29th.  Thanksgiving  day,  one  of  our  work  rooms, 
40x100,  w^as  cleared  of  all  work  materials,  and  used  as  a 
dining  room.  Tables  were  arranged  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  inmates,  and  loaded  with  a  variety  of  the  substantial 
"good  things"  common  to  Thanksgiving  dinners.  The 
tables  and  room  were  decorated  with  flowers,  evergreens 
and  banners,  presenting  a  beautiful  appearance.  At  three 
o'clock  the  entire  school,  led  by  the  band,  marched  into  the 
room  and  were  seated.  Here  the  children  enjoyed  them- 
selves with  eating  and  music  until  nearly  dark.  In  the 
evening,  an  entertainment  was  given  in  the  school-room,  to 
the  boys  wdio  had  not  been  degraded  during  the  month. 

Dec.  4th.  We  were  visited  by  Mr.  Foote,  of  the  Howard 
Mission,  New   York,  and  two  of  the  little  girls  who  were 


28  ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 


with  him,  gave  an  entertainment  in  the  afternoon  to  the  boys 
in  the  school-room,  singing  a  number  of  beautiful  hymns 
and  songs  in  their  sweet  and  touching  manner,  after  which 
the  boys  were  addressed  by  Mr.  Foote,  and  dismissed  to 
their  respective  yards. 

Dec.  18th.  The  boys  who  had  not  been  degraded  for  a 
month,  were  treated  to  another  very  pleasant  entertainment, 
consistino;  of  music  and  refreshments. 

Dec.  25th.  Was  given  to  the  boys  as  a  day  of  visiting 
with  their  friends,  many  of  whom  were  present  during  the 
day.  The  boys  w^ere  furnished  with  a  generous  supply  of 
apples  by  the  officers  on  the  play-ground — and  the  day  was 
one  of  special  pleasure  and  enjoyment  to  all.  In  the 
evening,  the  girls  gave  an  entertainment  of  Tableaux, 
Charades,  etc.,  etc.,  to  honor  boys  and  officers  —  which  in 
the  arrangement  and  execution,  did  credit  to  themselves 
and  their  teachers. 

Dec.  31st.  The  Hutchinscn  Family,  ''Tribe  of  John," 
visited  us,  and  gave  our  boys  a  rare  treat  in  the  way  of  a 
Concert,  which  consisted  of  a  full  programme  of  their  sweet 
songs,  sung  in  their  usual  inimitable  style.  To  this  kind 
and  generous  band  of  singers,  our  boys  are  indebted  for  one 
of  the  pleasantest  days  in  the  whole  year. 

Jan.  1st.  Was  spent  as  on  former  years,  the  boys  in 
companies  of  from  ten  to  fifteen,  making  calls  upon  the 
Supeintendent  and  family,  where  they  were  received  with 
many  kind  wishes  for  the  new  year,  and  refreshed  with  an 
abundant  supply  of  coffee,  cake,  apples,  etc. 

Feb.  22d.  Our  shops  were  closed,  and  the  day  spent  as 
a  holiday  by  the  boys. 

Marcli  16th.  Our  band  gave  a  concert  in  the  school-room, 
consisting  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  which  was  alike 
creditable  to  themselves  and  their  instructors.  The  entire 
performance  showed  that  our  boys  not  only  have  a  musical 
talent,  but  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  and 
many  of  their  pieces  elicited  the  highest  praise  from  those 
present.     After  the   concert,   they  were  addressed  by  Mr. 
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Gillette,  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  for  deaf  and  dumb, 
at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  and  were  then  dismissed  to  the 
play-ground. 

DONATIONS. 

The  Chicago  Republican,  Evening  Journal,  The  Neiv 
Republic,  Western  Temperance  Advocate,  Little  Corporal, 
and  Christian  Times  and  Witness,  all  published  in  this  city, 
and  the  Advocate  and  Guardian,  published  in  New  York,  have 
been  furnished  us  regularly,  through  the  kindness  of  the 
Publishers.  We  also  received  a  donation  of  $20.00  from 
Eli  B.  Williams,  for  our  boys'  4th  of  July.  A  beautiful 
brass  instrument  for  our  band,  worth  $58.00,  from  Mr.  0. 
L.  Wheelock,  an  E  B  Alto  instrument,  from  John  Brady, 
one  of  our  former  inmates,  and  $34.00  towards  the  band, 
from  boys  who  have  been  connected  with  the  School.  We 
are  also  under  obligation  to  Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  of  London, 
England,  for  a  package  of  reformatory  documents,  sent  us 
during  the  year;  to  Mr.  Robert  Turner,  one  of  our  oldest 
officers,  for  many  valuable  papers  and  pamphlets  sent  us 
during  his  stay  in  Europe,  and  to  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Long,  for 
packages  of  monthly  letters,  furnished  us  regularly.  Last, 
but  not  by  any  means  least,  of  the  donations  of  the  year, 
were  eight  bound  volumes  of  "The  Little  Corporal," together 
with  a  number  of  extra  copies,  from  Alfred  L.  Sewell, 
Publisher,  thus  supplying  reading  matter  to  each  of  our 
families. 

CONCLUSION. 

AVe  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  Reports  of  the  Girls' 
Department  and  School  Department,  as  conveying  oil  the 
information  necessary,  in  reference  to  these  branches  of  our 
Institution.  Four  deaths  have  occurred  in  the  School 
during  the  year,  the  causes  of  which,  together  with  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  our  School,  Avill  be  found  in  our 
Physician's  Report.  We  have  received  the  usual  number  of 
pleasant  visits  from  discharged  inmates  during  the  year,  as 
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well  as  encouraging  reports  from  those  who  have  left  us 
again  to  try  "life's  battle"  for  themselves.  Our  religious 
exercises  have  been  conducted  as  usual,  Avith  an  increased 
degree  of  interest  and  attention,  and  we  would  here  record 
our  thanks  to  the  friends  who  have  so  kindly  assisted  us  in 
this  part  of  our  labor  during  the  year. 

At  no  time,  since  my  connection  with  this  Institution, 
have  I  had  occasion  more  sincerely  to  express  to  you  my 
appreciation  of  your  confidence  and  assistance  as  a  Board, 
in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  school,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  again  doing  so,  as  I  present  you  this,  our 
Eleventh  Annual  Report. 

GEORGE  W.  PERKINS,  Superintendent. 
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TEACHER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Siqoerintendent  of  tlie  Chicago  Reform  School: 

The  following  statistics  comprise  the  Eleventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  Boys'  School,  in  connection  with  this  Institu- 
tion, for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1867. 

Whole    number   of   Pupils   under    instruction,    at    the 

beginning  of  the  year, 218 

Have  been  received  during  the  year, 93 

Whole  number  under  instruction  during  che  year, 311 

Have  left  the  School, 79 

Present  Attendance, 232 

Attainments  of  the  ninety-three  Pupils  received  during 
the  year  : 

IN     READING. 

Did  not  know  the  alphabet, 7 

Began  in   Primer, 14 

"       in  First  Reader, , 9 

"       in  Second  Reader, 24 

"       in  Third  Reader, 29 

"       in  Fourth   Reader, 10 

Total, ~93 

in  arithmetic. 

Had  never  studied  Arithmetic, 39 

Had  studied  Primary  through  Addition, 40 

"           "           "              "          Simple  Rules, 2 

"           "     Practical      "                 "          "       11 

"           "           "              "           Fractions, 1 

Total, ~93 
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IN  GEOGRAPHY. 


Had  never  studied  Geography, 69 

'•      studied  Primary  through  United  States, 17 

"         "         Advanced, 7 

Total 93 


IN   WRITING. 

Had  never  written, 57 

Could  write  easy  words, 29 

''     legibly, 7 


a 


Total, 93 


PREVIOUS  ATTENDANCE  IN  SCHOOL. 

Say  they  had  never  attended  School, 7 

Less  than  six  months, 12 

Over  six  months,  and  less  than  one  year, 16 

Over  one  year,  and  less  than  two, 43 

Over  two  years, 15 

Total ~93 


PRESENT  STANDING  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

Whole  number  in  attendance, 232 

IN    READING. 

Read  in  Sander's  Primer, 19 

"     First  Reader, 24 

'^     Second  Reader, 52 

"     Third  Reader, 62 

"     Fourth      "        34 

"     Fifth        " 27 

in  Willson's  History  of  the  United  States, 14 

Total, "232 
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IN   ARITHMETIC. 

Do  not  study  Arithmetic, 42 

Study  Davies'  Primary  and  know  the  Multiplicat'n  Table,  82 

"  "        Intellectual, 28 

"  '•         Stoddard's  Practical,  through  fractions, ...  46 

Are  beginning  Stoddard's  Practical, 34 


Total, S232 


IN    GEOGRAPHY. 

Do  not  study  Geography, 84 

Study  Colton  and  Fitch's  Primary, 73 

^'  "  "        Modern, 25 

"      McNally's  Advanced, 50 


Total, 232 

in  writing. 

Write  on  Slates, 37 

Use  Spencer's  No.  1  Writing  Book, 80 

50 

34 

14 

13 

2 

9 


No. 

0 

No. 

3 

No. 

4 

No. 

5 

No. 

6 

No. 

8 

'• 

Total, 232 

The  following  promotions  have  been  made  during  the  year  : 

Promoted  from  Alphabet  to  Primer, 10 

"  "     Primer  to  1st  Reader,.., 21 

''  ''     1st  Reader  to  2d  Reader, 31 

''     2d       "        to  3d       "       23 

"     3d        "        to  4th      "       23 

8 
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Promoted      "     4th       "        to  5th      "        9 

"     5th       "        to  History, 12 

to  Primary  Arithmetic, 44 

from  Primary  to  Intellectual, 64 

"     Intellectual  to  Practical, 33 

to  Primary   Geography, 98 

from  Primary  to  Modern  Geography, 38 

"     Modern  to  Advanced         "          11 

to     Writing, 62 

Spelling  and  defining  has  been  continued  through  the 
year,  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  reading  classes.  The 
teachers  have  endeavored  to  give  the  boys  each  day,  a 
distinct  and  vivid  comprehension  of  the  meaning  and 
manner  of  using  two  or  three  words  in  common  use,  but 
not  familiar  to  them.  Thus  in  the  course  of  a  few  months, 
the  vocabularies  of  many  of  our  boys  have  been  very  greatly 
increased,  and  it  is  as  surprising  as  it  is  gratifying,  to  note 
their  quick  perception  in  comprehending  new  words,  and  the 
readiness  with  which  they  adapt  them  to  their  own  use. 

Map- drawing  has  also  been  pursued  with  great  benefit  and 
success  in  connection  with  the  geography  classes,  afi'ording 
a  thorough  and  impressive  resume  of  the  geography  of  each 
State  or  Country  which  comes  under  the  attention  of  the 
class,  while  at  the  same  time  it  gives  the  scholars  correct 
ideas  of  shape  and  form,  which  will  be  of  permanent  advan- 
tage to  them,  and  of  the  elementary  principles  of  drawing. 
For  this  latter  accomplishment,  some  of  them  have  developed 
a  remarkable  faculty.  / 

During  the  past  winter,  the  majority  of  the  school  have 
received  instruction  and  training  in  gymnastics,  and  under 
an  experienced  and  skillful  teacher  have  made  very  satisfac- 
tory progress.  The  whole  school  is  now  divided  into  six 
gymnastic  classes,  in  such  a  manner  that  each  pupil  practices 
twice  a  week. 
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A  class  of  twenty  boys  in  vocal  music  has  been  continued 
through  the  winter,  and  are  now  able  to  read  easy  music  by 
note  quite  readily.  A  half  hour  of  each  day  for  the  last 
four  months  has  also  been  devoted  by  the  whole  school  to 
singing,  making  music  a  prominent,  and  I  believe,  a  very 
beneficial  feature.  The  scholars  are  now  familiar  with  over 
two  hundred  standard  popular  hymns  and  melodies.  They 
evidently  take  great  pride  (and  wdth  good  cause)  in  their 
attainments  in  this  direction,  for  which  they  are  indebted 
almost  entirely  to  the  energy  and  interest  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

The  previous  life  of  these  children  place  many  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  effectual  instruction,  from  which  our  common 
schools  are  to  a  great  extent  free,  although  the  few  words 
they  have  caught  are  always  terse  and  forcible,  yet  their 
singular  lack  of  language  renders  it  impossible  to  think 
clearly  upon  any  subject  foreign  to  their  own  personal  expe- 
rience, and  equally  impossible  to  give  them  any  distinct  ideas 
by  merely  written  or  verbal  teaching. 

This  effect  is  increased  by  the  general  character  of  their 
minds.  As  a  class,  feeling  and  impulse  have  been  strongly 
developed  by  past  life  —  while  the  moral  faculties  and  reason 
(except  within  a  very  narrow  sphere,)  have  been  almost 
entirely  kept  under.  Shrewd  to  precocity,  in  whatever  affects 
their  necessities,  their  likes  and  dislikes,  in  all  else  the  mind 
is  almost  numb. 

This  mental  character  which  I  have  only  suggested,  has 
pointed  out  the  method  by  which  the  teachers  have  endeavored 
to  convey  instruction.  Before  the  intellectual  powers  could 
be  used,  they  must  first  at  least  be  partially  awakened. 
However  strict  a  discipline  may  be  enforced,  and  however 
thoroughly  a  lesson  may  be  committed  to  memory,  yet  the 
formal  routine  of  merely  going  over  so  many  pages,  day 
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after  day,  will  be  found  to  be  of  little  practical  benefit,  the 
lessons  being  forgotten  almost  as  quickly  as  learned,  and 
would  result  rather  in  fi-eezing  the  little  mental  power  already 
active,  than  in  developing  more.  Hence,  more  time  and 
attention,  than  in  ordinary  schools,  has  necessarily  been 
given  to  clothe  every  subject  with  as  practical  and  vivid  an 
interest  as  possible,  making  the  grand  result,  perhaps  slower, 
yet  certainly  more  lasting.  The  most  tangible  and  forcible 
illustrations  are  constantly  brought  in,  and  the  book  becomes 
secondary  to  oral  teaching  and  explanation. 

Topics  of  personal  interest  in  the  Institution,  events  that 
are  occurring  in  the  world  around  us,  and  facts  from  every 
department  of  science,  are  introduced  to  vivify  each  lesson, 
and  relieve  and  vary  the  mental  strain,  that  crushes  rather 
than  disciplines  a  weak  mind.  And  thus,  also,  in  addition 
to  the  simple  rudiments  of  an  English  education,  the  children 
have  acquired  a  great  deal  of  general  information,  in  which 
they  are  remarkably  deficient  when  coming  here,  and  which 
the  great  majority  of  them  would  never  gain  after  they 
have  left  this  school,  and  are  thrown  upon  their  own  resources. 

I  have  indicated  in  a  general  manner,  the  method  of 
instruction  followed  by  the  teachers,  and  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  school  proves  its  success. 

In  summing  up  the  general  result  of  the  year's  work, 
some  insight  may  be  gained  from  the  foregoing  tables.  The 
statistics  presented,  will  be  seen  to  compare  favorably  with 
those  for  any  other  year  in  the  history  of  the  school.  But 
the  most  important  result,  perhaps,  of  all,  cannot  be  seen 
from  them.  It  is  but  due  to  the  scholars  to  say,  that  a  strong 
interest  in  the  acquirement  of  useful  knowledge  has  sprung 
up  in  the  school,  and  has  been  steadily  increasing,  until 
teaching,  instead  of  being  the  hard  task  of  driving  unwilling 
minds,  has  become,  with  a  few  individual  exceptions,  a 
pleasant  effort  to  assist  those  seeking  knowledge. 
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In  a  work  like  this,  progress  is  slow  and  discouragement 
very  frequent,  and  much  of  the  good  done  can  only  be  seen 
in  after  years ;  yet  in  looking  over  the  real  progress  and  result 
of  the  year's  work,  we  have  good  reason  to  be  gratified  with 
the  present,  and  hopeful  for  the  future. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

HENKY  S.  OSBORNE, 

Principal  Teacher^ 
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GIRLS'  DEPARTMENT. 


MATRON'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Superintendent  and  Guardians  of  the  Chicago 
Reform  School: 

Gentlemen: — The  matron  takes  pleasure  in  submitting 
to  jou  the  first  Annual  Report  of  the  Girls'  Department  of 
the  Chicago  Reform  School.  On  account  of  the  small 
number  of  inmates,  our  Report  will  not  give  statistics  in 
full,  but  will  be  of  a  general  character. 

The  first  inmate  was  received  April  4th,  1866,  and  during 
the  year,  seven  others  have  been  added  —  ages  ranging  from 
seven  to  sixteen.     Average  age  thirteen  years. 

Those  received,  confessed  to : 

Petit  Larceny, 3 

Homeless, 2 

Incorrigible, 3 

Their   occupation   was  : 

House-work, 3 

Roaming  streets, 3 

Worked  in  factory, 1 

Truancy, 1 

Their  parentage  is  as  follows  : 

American, 5 

Irish, 1 

German, 1 

Colored, 1 


ii 
u 
ii  ii 
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As  to  the  social  condition  of  their  homes  : 

Had  lost  both  parents, 1 

"        "    their  fathers, 6 

Step-parents, 2 

Intemperate  parents, 1 

fathers, 4 

Parents  in  Bridewell, 1 

The  school  has  been  a  pleasant  feature  of  the  department, 
being  under  the  supervision  of  an  experienced  and  thorough 
teacher.  The  girls  have  thus  made  good  progress.  Their 
minds  untrammeled  and  free  from  those  influences  that 
formerly  held  sway  over  them,  and  prevented  any  real 
degree  of  interest  in  self-improvement,  are  now  capable  of 
thinking  to  a  better  purpose. 

Kind  and  encouraging  help  to  those  who  have  always 
believed  themselves  naturally  dull  in  book  learning,  has 
wrought  a  great  change.  They  find  that  by  faithful  appli- 
cation they  can  do  as  well  as  others. 

As  to  their  previous  attendance  at  school : 

Say  they  had  never  been  to  school, 1 

Less  than  six  months, 1 

Over  one  year  and  less  than  two, 3 

Over   two  years, 3 

Of  those  received,  two  were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 
and  none  could  read  well  enough  to  enter  a  class  higher 
than  3d  Header,  while  a  majority  of  them  had  a  very 
imperfect  knowledge  of  either  Arithmetic,  Geography,  or 
Writing.  At  present  all  are  taught  Reading,  Writing  and 
Spelling,  and  nearly  all  are  studying  Arithmetic  and  Geo- 
graphy, with  a  very  creditable  degree  of  progress. 

Our  Work  Department,  owing  to  the  small  number  of 
girls,  has  been  confined  to  the  laundry,  the  care  of  their 
building,  and  making  and  repairing  their  own  clothing.    In 
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acquiring  systematic,  neat,  and  orderly  habits,  so  invaluable 
to  woman,  they  are  daily  improving.  This  department  we 
regard  as  one  of  very  much  importance,  in  preparing  them 
for  usefulness  in  other  homes.  Their  diligence  and  indus- 
try have  been  truly  commendable — one  of  them  who  a  few 
months  since,  on  entering  here,  did  not  know  how  to  use 
either  needle  or  thimble,  is  now  able  to  make  her  own 
dresses. 

The  aim  of  our  department  has  been  not  only  to  check 
and  subdue  the  wrong  tendencies  and  dispositions  of  the 
children  by  strict  discipline,  but  also  to  foster  and  encourage 
every  good  impulse  and  feeling.  Efforts  are  made  as  far  as 
possible,  to  surround  them  with  the  refining  influences  of 
a  christian  home.  The  year  which  has  passed  since  the 
girls'  department  was  opened,  has  been  one  of  unquestion- 
able improvement,  morally  and  intellectually,  and  I  trust 
in  some  measure  spiritually.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear 
witness  to  the  good  results  of  this  department,  while  I 
cannot  but  regret  that  so  small  a  number  has  shared  in 
them.  Since  the  building  is  designed  for  thirty,  it  seems  a 
pity  that  but  eight  should  occupy  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the 
kindness  and  co-operation  of  the  Superintendent  and  Assist- 
ants of   the  department,  in  all  measures  adopted,  for  the 

good  of  the  girls. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  0.  BINGHAM, 

Matron. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Chicago  Reform  School : 

Gentlemen  : — I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith, 
our  Eleventh  Annual  Medical  Report  of  the  School,  for  the 
year  ending  March  31st,  1867. 

During  this  time,  four  deaths  occurred  :  Patrick  O'Rooney 
died  August  8th,  from  the  kick  of  a  horse ;  William  Spears 
died  October  27th,  from  disease  of  the  heart,  from  which 
he  was  suffering  when  admitted  to  the  school ;  Charles 
Sims  died  October  31st,  from  typhoid  pneumonia;  and 
Oliver  Jackson,  a  colored  boy,  aged  sixteen  years,  died 
January  16th,  from  consumption,  which  he  had  contracted 
before  being  committed  to  the  school. 

The  usual  amount  of  sickness  incident  to  the  Institution, 
has  occurred  during  the  year.  The  principal  cases  treated, 
have  been  as  follows : 


Typhoid  Fever, 4 

Remittent  Fever, 5 

Dysentery, 8 

Pneumonia, 3 

Jaundice, 1 

Bronchitis, 3 


Phthisis, 4 

Erysipelas, 3 

Opthalmia, 8 

Disease  of  the  Heart, 1 

Albumenurea, 3 

Specific  Disease, 1 

In  treating  the  many  cases  of  cutaneous  and  other  affec- 
tions, to  which  this  class  of  boys  are  often  subject,  when 
first  admitted  to  the  school,  a  nurse  having  the  constant 
care  of  the  patients  is  indispensable.  The  benefit  resulting 
from  the  care  of  Mrs.  Gregg,  during  the  past  year,  has  been 
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very  sreat.      As    she  is   about  leavinsj   the  Institution    on 
account  of  ill  health,  her  place  should  be  filled  at  once. 

I  would  beg  respectfully  to  urge  again  the  necessity  of 
hospital  accommodations  commensurate  with  the  wants  of  so 
larc^e  an  Institution.  The  room  which  has  been  used  for  the 
sick  boys,  has  been  wholly  unfit  for  this  purpose.  We  have 
felt  the  need  of  improved  hospital  accommodations  for  two 
or  three  years,  and  now  from  the  enlarged  condition  of 
the   school,  it  has  become  a  real  necessity. 

The  Board  is  undoubtedly  aware,  that  at  no  time  since 
the  school  was  established,  has  it  been  free  from  boys  so 
constitutionally  feeble  from  organic  disease  or  debility,  that 
they  are  wholly  unable  to  undergo  the  discipline,  and  per- 
form the  routine  of  duties  of  the  school.  That  these  boys 
do  not  receive  the  benefits  of  the  Institution  is  manifest, 
besides,  they  constitute  the  material  which  furnishes  mainly, 
our  annual  mortality.  It  seems  to  me  they  are  wholly  unfit 
subjects  for  this  Institution. 

The  hygienic  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  school  were 
excellent  during  the  year,  and  no  cholera  or  epidemic  dis- 
ease of  any  kind  occurred.  At  the  present  time,  general 
good  health  prevails. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.   P.   ROSS,  M.  D. 

Chicago,  April  1st,  1867. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS, 

FROM  PARTIES  WITH  WHOM  BOYS  WHO  HAVE  GONE  OUT  FROM 
THE  SCHOOL  ARE  LIVING. 


April  6th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

Yours  of  January  3d  was  duly  received,  and  I  have  been 
unavoidably  hindered  in  replying.  John  has  got  to  be  a 
large  strong  boy,  and  is  a  great  help  to  me.  He  is  a  good 
boy,  and  has  made  considerable  progress  in  his  studies.  He 
does  not  learn  as  fast  as  some  boys  of  his  age,  but  I  hope  he 
will  make  something  of  a  scholar. 

Yery  respectfully  yours, 


April  10th,  1866. 
Mr.  Perkins  : — 

Dear  Sir  : — The  boy  A B ,  is  still  with  me, 

seems  contented,  and  is  a  good  boy.  He  seemed  quite  dis- 
appointed to  learn  that  his  brother's  standing  in  the  school, 
would  not  admit  him  to  come  and  live  with  us  too.  He 
seems  very  anxious  to  see  him,  and  says  he  wishes  you  would 

tell  John    for   him,  that  "he  must  be  a  good  boy."     A 

has  grown  remarkably.  He  finds  it  hard  to  get  on  a  No.  T 
boot,  and  is  tall,  healthy  and  fleshy.  Please  write  soon, 
and  tell  me  what  prospect  there  may  be  of  his  brother's 
coming  here  to  live. 

Yours  truly, 
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June  23d,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

My  apology  for  not  writing  to  you  sooner,  is  tliat  I  have 
been  nbsent  from  home  most  of  the  time  for  the  last  year. 

I  have  seen  H a   good  many  times  during  the  above 

period,  and  he  seems  well  contented  with  his  home,  and  very 
industrious.  His  morals  are  good,  he  uses  no  profane  lan- 
guage, and  he  seems  to  like  to  have  me  advise  him  yet,  as 
he  always  thought  what  I  said  was  just  right.  I  intend  to 
keep  a  watch  over  him,  and  lead  his  mind  in  the  right 
channel.  The  family  he  is  w^ith  are  a  very  pious  family,  and 
strict  in  their  discipline. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 


July  17th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir: — 

I  drop  you  a  line  to  say  that  my  son  J is  here,  and 

that  he  is  as  good  a  boy  as  you  would  wish,  and  has  been 
ever  since  he  came  home.  He  is  working  in  the  country 
now,  and  the  man  with  whom  he  lives  says  the  same.  Your 
school  has  proved  a  blessing  in  his  case.  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  him. 

Very  truly  yours,  &c. 


September  13th,  1866. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Perkins, 

Dear  Sir: — In  accordance  with  the  "ticket  of  leave" 
granted  to  my  son,  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  he  is  with  me 
at  this  place,  but  I  shall  leave  on  the  17th  for  his  grand- 
father's, where  I  will  probably  leave  him  for  a  year  or  two 
to  go  to  school,  or  place  him  in  a  country  store  with  my 
brother.  I  have  not  yet  fully  d^'cided  which.  I  am  anxious 
to  have  him  go  to  school,  and  think  I  will  get  him  into  one  if 
I  find  a  good  one  there.     I  find  him  an  attentive  and  good 
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boy,  and  he  seems  very  much  interested  in  my  business.     I 
will  instruct  him  to  make  his  own  report  for  next  month. 

Respectfully  yours, 


November  8th,  186G. 
Dear  Sir: — 

Yours,  inclosing    a  ticket  to  M ,  has  been  received. 

He  has  been  a  good  boy,  and  is  doing  well.     He  is  to  com- 
mence school  on  December  1st,  and  go  three  months. 

Truly  yours. 


March  6th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  write  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  the  boy  P 

J is  well,  and  appears  to  be  honest  and  agreeable.    We 

think  he  will  make  a  good  man. 

Yours  respectfully, 


January  12th,  1867. 


Dear  Sir: — 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  sit  down  to  write  you 
briefly  concerning  T— —  S — ■ — .  He  has  lived  with  me 
three  years  and  a  half,  and  has  always  been  a  good  indus- 
trious boy;  but  I  have  had  a  good  many  fears  and  doubts  in 
regard  to  his  future  welfare  and  happiness  until  within  the 
the  last  few  weeks.  We  hope  he  has  become  a  Christian. 
He  united  with  the  church  a  short  time  since,  and  is  sur- 
rounded with  very  good  influences  —  many  of  our  young 
people  about  here  having  given  their  hearts  to  the  Savior. 
He  is  attending  school  this  winter,  and  has  not  lost  a  day 
yet.     Please  remember  him  in  your  prayers. 

Very  truly  yours, 
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LETTERS  FROM  BOYS. 


November  24th,  1866. 
Mr.  Perkins, 

Bear  Sir: — I  received  your  kind  letter,  and  was  very 
glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  have  told  you  before  that  I  like 
my  school,  and  I  also  like  my  Sunday  school.  I  wish  I 
could  have  been  with  you  to  enjoy  thanksgiving  ;  but  I  hope 
to  be  there  next  time.  I  like  living  on  a  farm.  I  have  quite 
a  long  walk  to  school,  but  still  I  like  it  very  well.  How  do 
the  band  play  now  ?  I  guess  I  have  forgotten  most  of  the 
pieces  I  used  to  know,  and  if  you  could  send  me  a  music 
book  I  would  be  very  much  obliged,  for  I  cannot  find  one 
that  has  all  the  pieces  in  it.  Give  my  love  to  all  the  teachers 
and  officers  and  accept  the  same  for  yourself,  from 

Ycurs  truly,  &c.. 


September  4th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  improve  the  opportunity  to  let  you  know  that  I  reached 
my  home  on  Wednesday  noon,  and  found  my  parents  well 
and  anxious  to  bid  me  welcome  home ;  I  wish  to  return  to 
you  my  sincere  thanks  for  all  your  kindness,  and  hope  to 
hear  from  you  soon. 


October,  1866. 
Dear  Friend  : — 

I  feel  ashamed  that  I  have  neglected  to  write  to  you  so 
long.     When  I  left  the  school  I  did  not  find  employment  so 
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easily  as  I  imagined,  so  I  thought  I  wouhl  try  the  army,  and 
enlisted.  I  am  now  about  two  thousand  miles  from  Chicairo, 
and  do  not  expect  to  be  there  again  for  several  years.  It  is  a 
pleasant  country  out  here,  but  rather  lonesome,  and  I  wish 
all  my  friends  would  write  to  me.  There  are  lots  of  deer, 
antelope  and  all  sorts  of  wild  game  out  here,  and  plenty  of 
Indians  too  prowling  around,  but  they  don't  trouble  us  much. 
We  are  now  working  on  the  fort,  and  get  20  cts.  extra  per 
day,  by  order  of  Gen.  Sherman.  This  is  to  be  the  main 
supply  post  of  the  plains,  and  is  the  prettiest  post  on  the 
route.  I  had  not  had  a  letter  from  Chicago,  for  about  six 
months,  when  I  received  yours,  and  I  assure  you  it  was  a 
treat,  for  letters  are  a  scarce  article  out  here.  I  was  so 
glad  that  I  forgot  to  eat  my  dinner  till  the  bugle  blew  for 
work,  but  I  would  be  willing  to  lose  vnj  whole  days'  rations 
for  another.  I  tell  this  to  encourage  you  to  write  pretty 
often.     It  always  makes  me  feel  well  to  hear  from  you,  or 

.     Please  give  my  love  to  all  the  teachers  and  officers 

that  I  know,  and  tell  them  to  write  to  me.     I  would  be  glad 
to  hear  all  about  the  school  in  your  next. 

Yours  very  truly, 


January  24th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  am  still  in  the ,  and  my  employer  seems  to  like 

me.     It  is  said  that  the  rules  of  the  place  have  never  been 

carried  out  as  well  as  since  I  came,  and  Mr.  T ,  says  I 

have  saved  him  money  in  being  prompt  in  attending  to  my 
duties.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in  me,  but  for  all  this,  it 
is  not  exactly  the  thing  for  me.  I  am  afraid  of  getting  lazy 
for  the  work  is  too  easy,  and  I  think  as  soon  as  business  gets 
better,  I  will  either  go  at  my  trade  again,  or  else  get  some- 
thing where  I  can  do  more  in  the  way  of  work,  but  I  cannot 

go  back  to .     The  very  name  brings  up  too  many  sad 

recollections.  Oh,  if  I  could  but  live  my  life  over  again  I 
Please  sir,  if  you  see  Mr. ,  give  him  my  love,  and  tell 
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Mr. ,  my  old  teacher,  to  answer  the  letter  I  sent  to  him, 

for  I  am  longing  to  hear  from  him. 

Ever  your  grateful  friend, 


June  17th,  1866. 
Dear  Friend  : — 

I  write  to  tell  you  that  I  am  well  and  getting  along  nicely 
at  my  trade.  I  earn  enough  wages  to  keep  myself  very 
comfortable,  and  am  still  in  my  old  situation.     I  wish  you 

would  let  me  know  where  M T is,  so  I  could  w^ite 

to  him.  I  have  not  forgotton  him,  for  he  was  my  old  chum. 
If  you  know  where  he  is,  give  him  my  address,  and  tell  him 
I  have  been  converted,  and  I  trust  I  am  a  christian.  Tell 
him  I  love  Jesus  and  try  to  obey  his  commandments,  and 
ask  him  if  he  will  seek  Jesus  now.  Oh  how  glad  I  would  he 
to  hear  of  his  conversion,  and  all  the  rest  in  the  school. 
Christ  died  for  tliem  all.     Give  them  my  best  respects  and 

please  write  soon. 

Yours  truly. 


November  29th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir: — 

I  arrived  at  home  safely,  and  found  my  friends  all  well. 
My  father  was  not  at  home  when  I  came,  but  my  mother  and 
my  little  brothers  and  sisters  were  so  glad  to  see  me  that 
they  did  not  know  what  to  do.  Mother  says  I  have  improved 
very  much,  and  she  sends  her  best  respects  to  you.  I  am 
working  steadily  at  seventy-five  cents  per  day,  and  doing 
well.  Please  give  my  respects  to  all  my  friends  at  the  school. 

I  remain,  yours  truly. 


December  1st,  1866. 
Dear  Friend: — 

I  am  afraid  you  will  think  I  have  forgotten  you,  because 
I  have  not  written  sooner,  and  I  hardly  know  how  to  excuse 


THE    CHICAGO    REFORM    SCHOOL.  49 

myself.  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me,  and  I  will  try  to  be 
more  prompt  hereafter.  I  never  can  forget  the  school,  and 
I  think  I  would  be  better  oiF  to-day  if  I  had  staid  there.  I 
am  getting  along  very  well  here  too — but  still  I  am  not  con- 
tented in  the  army,  because  we  are  so  far  away  from  all  the 
friends  we  have.  I  have  got  to  be  a  drummer  in  our  com- 
pany, and  when  I  come  back  I  will  make  some  of  you  open 
your  eyes.     I  will  write  you  a  long  letter  to  read  to  the  boys 

soon.     C sends  his  love  to  you,   and  when  you  write 

next  time  we  want  you  to  send  us  your  likeness,  and  we  will 
send  ours. 

Yours  truly, 


August  26th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir: — 

I  would  have  written  you  before,  had  I  not  heard  through 

Mr.  M that  you  were  gone  from   home    to   be   absent 

some  time.  I  like  this  place  very  much,  and  am  very  thank- 
ful for  your  kindness  in  obtaining  for  me  the  situation.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  discharge  every  duty  given  me  to  the  ver\^ 
letter.  I  wxll  know  that  one  cannot  do  their  duty  in  a  place 
of  this  kind  without  giving  their  whole  time  and  attention 
to  it.  You  will  please  remember  me  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
school,  and,  if  you  have  one  convenient,  I  would  like  a 
Report  of  the  school. 

Ever  yours  sincerely, 


March  28th,  1866. 
Dear  Friend; — 

I  have  written  to  you  before  of  my  wish  to  get  into  some 
situation  where  I  might  have  a  chance  to  study  and  improve 
my  mind.  It  has  ever  been  my  highest  aim  to  obtain  a  good, 
fair  English  education  ;  but,  situated  as  I  have  been  for  the 
past  few  years,  I  could  not  do  much  in  the  way  of  learnino-. 
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I  have  now  concluded  to  accept  an  ofter  which  I  have  re- 
ceived where  I  can  have  the  advantages  I  so  much  wish,  and 
you  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  make  good  use  of  the  time 
I  may  spend  in  study.  I  have  thought  over  all  the  valuable 
advice  you  gave  me,  when  I  last  saw  you,  and  it  has  helped 
me  a  great  deal.  I  am  truly  thankful  for  all  your  kindness 
to  me,  and  sincerely  hope  you  may  never  have  cause  to 
regret  what  you  have  done  and  may  do  for  me.  I  w^ould  like 
very  much  to  see  you  and  all  the  school.     Please  remember 

me  kindly  and  give  my  regards  to  Mrs.  P and  all  officers 

and  teachers  with  wdiom  I  may  be  acquainted. 

Very  truly  yours. 


September  25th,  1866. 
Dear  Sir: — 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  at  last  found  my 
father  and  my  friends.  I  am  now  with  him  at  Petaluma,  Cali- 
fornia. I  was  not  in  San  Francisco  a  day  till  I  got  trace 
of  him.  I  found  my  uncle  at  Almeda  and  he  told  me  that 
I  would  find  my  father  here.  When  I  first  met  him  he  said 
he  thought  I  was  dead.  I  have  now  found  all  my  friends, 
and  you  don't  know  how^  glad  I  feel.  I  thought  I  would 
never  find  father,  mother,  brother  or  sister  again.  But  you 
always  told  us  boys  that  "where  there  was  a  Avill  there  was 
a  way,"  and  I  now  believe  it.  Tell  them  that  I  am  getting 
along  well.  I  am  still  pegging  boots,  and  am  paid  in  gold, 
and  not  in  "greenbacks."    My  respects  to  all. 

Yours  respectfully, 


December  2d,  1866. 
Mr.  Perkins, 

Dear  Sir: — I  will  once  more  send  you  a  few  lines  to  let 
you  know  that  I  am  still  among  the  living,  I  am  now,  as 
you  will  observe,  at  — ■ — ,  but  am  going  to  leave  soon  for 
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.      I  am  interested  in  the  mines  there,  and  have  some 

good  claims  in  them.  The  mines  there  cannot  be  praised 
too  highly.  They  beat  the  world  for  silver,  so  far  as  out- 
croppings  are  concerned,  but  they  are  not  developed  a  great 

deal.     I  also  have  claims  at ,  near  here,  which  are  sure 

to  be  a  good  thing.     I  intend  to  make  what  few  dimes  I  need 

in  my  life  out  here.     Mr.  L ,  from  this  place,  has  gone 

to  Chicago.  I  think  he  told  me  that  he  knows  you  well. 
He  is  a  reliable  man,  and  you  can  believe  what  he  tells  you 
of  the  mines,  &c.     My  best  respects  to  all. 

Yours  sincerely. 
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AN  ACT  in  reference  to  the  Reform  School  of  the  City 
of  Chicago,  State  of  Illinois. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  General  Assembly,  that  war- 
rants for  commitment  of  any  child  to  the  Chicago  Reform 
School,  shall  run  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Illinois.  And  all  warrants  on  which  any  boy  has  been 
heretofore  committed,  may  be  amended  by  the  authority 
issuing  the  same,  or  their  successors  in  office,  by  inserting 
the  words,  "The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois,"  over 
such  mittimus,  and  thereafter  the  same  effect  shall  be  given 
to  such  mittimus  as  if  such  words  had  been  originally 
inserted. 

Section  2.  Parents  and  Guardians  are  hereby  permit- 
ted and  empowered  to  place  in  said  school,  by  permission 
of  the  Guardians  and  Superintendent  of  said  school,  any 
child  of  theirs,  or  under  their  control,  between  the  ages  of 
six  (6)  and  sixteen  (16)  years,  and  when  said  child  is  so 
received,  it  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules,  and  may 
be  held  for  the  same  time,  and  on  the  same  terms  in  every 
respect,  as  if  it  had  been  committed  to  said  school  by  the 
provisions  of  law  in  reference  to  said  school,  and  shall  be 
discharged  from  said  school  in  the  same  manner  as  by  law 
the  other  inmates  of  said  school  are  discharged,  and  said 
parent  or  guardian  shall  pay  the  officers  of  said  school, 
for  the  use  of  the  Reform  School  Fund,  such  sums  annu- 
ally as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

Section    3.    If   any  officer  or  other  person  procure  the 
escape  of  any  boy  or  girl,  committed  to  the  Chicago  Re- 
form School,   or   connive  at   or   aid,    conceal,    or    assist  in 
any  such   escape,  or  assist   any  person   after  such  escape,  ^ 
he,  she  or  they  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  tin 


pay  a  m^ 
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not    exceeding    one    hundred    dollars    ($100),    and   be  con- 
fined in   the   county  jail  not  exceeding  six  (6)  months. 

Section  4.  That  section  seven  (7)  of  chapter  fourteen 
(14)  of  an  act  approved  February  13th,  1863,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  reduce  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Chicao-o,  and  the 
several  acts  in  amendment  thereof  into  one  act,  and  revise 
the  same,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  that 
the  duties  of  Commissioner,  imposed  by  section  eight  (8)  of 
said  act,  be  performed  by  either  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supe- 
rior or  Circuit  Court  in  said  City,  and  whenever  any  Police 
Magistrate  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  City,  shall  have 
brought  before  him  any  boy  or  girl,  within  the  age  of  six  (6) 
or  sixteen  (16)  years,  who  he  has  reason  to  believe  is  a 
vagrant,  or  is  destitute  of  proper  paternal  care,  or  is 
growing  up  in  mendicancy,  ignorance,  idleness  or  vice,  he 
shall  cause  such  person,  together  with  the  warrant  on 
which  he  was  arrested,  and  the  list  of  witnesses  which 
may  be  necessary  to  estalish  the  situation  and  condition 
of  such  boy  or  girl,  to  be  transmitted  to  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Superior  or  Circuit  Court,  either  in  term  time  or 
vacation,  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Judge 
to  proceed  in  the  same  manner,  and  give  the  same  notice 
that  said  Commissioner  is  in  said  section  eight  (8)  required 
to  give,  and  if  upon  such  examination,  said  Judge  shall  be 
of  the  opinion  that  the  said  boy  or  girl  is  a  proper  subject 
for  commitment  to  the  Reform  School,  and  that  his  moral 
welfare,  and  the  good  of  society,  require  that  he  should  be 
sent  to  said  School  for  instruction,  employment  and  refor- 
mation, he  shall  so  decide,  and  shall  direct  the  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  which  he  is  Judge  to  make  out  a  warrant  of 
commitment  to  said  Reform  School,  and  such  child  shall 
thereupon  be  committed,  and  such  Judge  and  the  Clerk  of 
the  Court,  shall  receive  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  the  same 
fees  that  are  prescribed  by  law  for  fees  in  civil  cases. 

Section  5.    This   Act   shall  take  effect  from  and  after 
the   date  of  its  passage. 

Approved  March  5th,  1867. 
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